
v - "itf v TT ,--

THE WASHINGTON HERALD, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1915.

CIVIL WAR DAY BY DAY, FIFTY YEARS AGO
Thrilling Events of the Creat Struggle Graphically Described! Daring Land Exploits of Union and Confederate Forces Reviewed

FACING INEVITABLE, LEE

CHEERS TROOPS.

February 15.

Fifty 3 ears ago today Gen. Lee. at
Petersburg, weighted down by the heavy
cares Imposed upon him by his command,
and facing the Inevitable end of the war.

s endeavoring to sustain the spirit of
his troops by setting an example of pa-

tient and uncomplaining endurance
Lee realized better than did his men

that the Confederacy was doomed, and
that his own position at Petersburg
could not be held many more weeks. Yet
nearly every day he was out on the """
occasionally passing pleasantries with
his generals and often speaking an en-

couraging word to the soldiers in the
trenches.

One of his men has left a word picture
tit him at that trying period of his com- -

mand. He was neatly attired in regula-

tion gray, but without the general's
white buff collar anil cuff. A turn-
down collar, of the same material as the
coat, bore three stars: but there was no
gold wreath around them, nor any gold
lace upon the sleese. Ordinarily a full-dre- ss

uniform would have given him four
parallel cords forming an elaborate elus-
ion, with the Initials C. S. A.

With the modest suggestion or rank on
hi collar, he might haso been mistaken
for a colonel in his best fatigue suit If
the triplicate arrangement in the two
row of buttons on his breast were over-
looked. His hat was a soft black felt:
In the summer he had been seen along
the lines with a white straw.

His hair and full beard were both
hort His complexion was of a healthy,

ruddy hue. indicating a temperate life.
He was tx feet tall, well proportioned
.oid with a fearless look of

without a trace of arrogance. The
oright. sincere, even sympathetic, ex-

pression of the ee inspired a feeling of
confidence and comradeship in which one
forgot to note its color.

Such was Lee In ISC
I.ee I nder Fire.

rigid disciplinarian. Iee issued sharp
orders: but he m blended them with
touches of sympathetic thoughtfulness
and little acts of kindness ai to make
him loved by his men. On one occasion,
w hen going the rounds, his attention was
i ailed by Gen. Archibald Grade oneof
the Confederate generals who had won
distinction at Chlckamauga-- to a slight
change in the Union lines in front of Col- -
uultt's salient.

In spite of Oracle's appeals to him to
Ki ep under cover Lee stepped to an ex-
posed position on the Confederate lines.
w here many men had been picked off by
the Federal sharpshooters, and in a Iels
urelv manner examined the enemy s
works. In the course of this examina-
tion Lee turned to find that Grade was
-- tanding with him. He said: "Gen
Oracle. I think sou ought not to expose
oursclf here. let's go down."
This incident occurred lite In Nosem-iie- r

of 1W4 Scarcelv a week afterward.
n December 3 Gen Grade was killed

near the spot where Lee had stood. He
had just received a furlough to visit his
w'fe and child in Kichmond. but had
nised his train and was waiting over
fr the next.

I.ee was at this time gencral-ln-chl- ef

f all the Confederate armies. Ha had
eon raised to that rank by congress on

l"..lirnri fi hut it wat. an honor eon- -
rred too late to be of any use to thet
onfederacs Other than Lee's own force

.t Petersburg tnere was now no body of
i onfederate troops worths of the name
iraij In the Carolinas. Gen Joseph K.
lohnston with a few thousand men was
udeavoring to find ome wav of stop-

ping the Federals under Sherman He
us doomed to failurr.

to Ills Wife.
I.et knew well that all hope of main- -
lining the Confederacy- - was gone. Vet

that did not deter him from taking every
measure within his power to ward off
Inal disaster as long as possible; and
i is esery thought was for his men.

Ill home letters in this gloomv period
e touching -- idelights on Lee. the man.

inne of them have been published In
l'lt7hugh Lee's life of Gen. Lee fGreat

oirmanders Series. I). Applcton & Co,
V Y t

I receised the box; with hat. g!oes
mil socks" he wrote to Mrs. Lee one

.ley in that bleak winter, "also the bar- -
rel of apples. You had better have kept

ae latter, as It would hae been more
useful to ynu than to me. and I should
.pe enjoyed Its consumption bv your--c- 'f

.end the girls more than by me."
(Ives Warning; nf the End.

Hi February H Lee gave eiied warn-i- g

of the Impending downfall of the
Confederate cause to his wife.

"fter sending mv note this morning."
be wrote. "I received from the express
nfliee a bag of socks (for the soldiers).

on w ill has e to send dow n j our offer
ings as soon as snu ran and bring sour
work to a close, for I think Gen. Grant
will move against us soon within a
week If nothing presents and no man
can tell what mni lie the result, but.
trusting to a merciful God. wqo does not
.ilwass gin- - the battle to the strong, I
pray we mav not be oierw helmed

I shall, however, endeavor to do mv
Hits-- and fight to the last. Should it be

necessary to abandon our position to pre-
sent being surrounded, what will jou do
Will jou remain or leave the cits? You
must consider the question and make
up your mind. It Is a fearful condition,
and we must rely for guidance and pro-

tection upon a kind Providence."
Hut it was seldom he wrote of himself
r of the cause. Nearly always It was

or his men. "The Lyons furs and the
fur robes have arrls-e- d safely," he
wrote on one occasion, "but I can learn
nothing of the saddle of mutton. Bryan.
of whom I Inquired as to Its arris al, is
greatly alarmed lest it has been sent to
the soldiers' dinner. If the soldiers get
It I shall be content. I can do very well
without It. In fact, I should rather they
would have It than I."

FEDERAL FORCES ARRIVE AT
COLUMBIA, S. C.

February 16.

Fifty years ago today the Federal
forces under Gen. W. T. Sherman were
In front of Columbia, S. C. the State
capital, svhich they wre to enter the
next morning. In the succeeding night
the place was to be desastated by fire.

Within the city all warf panic. Gen.
: T Beauregard, the Confederate com

mander, had at hand scarcely 1.000 men,
and In all the Carolinas there was a bare
13O00 as'aiUble to contest the adsance of
the confident and victorious Federals.
Already Beauregard had announced his
Intention of evacuating Columbia early
i lie following morning, and the people
ssere flocking from the city, carrying
with them all the valuables that could be
loaded upon the carriages or crowded
into the railroad cars.

The right wing or the Federal army.
comprising the nfteenth and Seven-
teenth Corps, under Gen. O. O. Howard,
already- - was In part across the forks of
the Congarec River, a mile or ro above
I Mumbla. Only Broad Riicr lay between

the army and the city, and in the night
a brigade Col. George A. Stone's, of
Wood's Division or the Fifteenth Corps-w- as

to be ferried across on pontoons pre-

paratory to laying a bridge the next day.
The left wing of the army, comprising

the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps, un-

der Gen. H. W. Slocum. was nearing the
town of Alston, about twcnty-tls--e miles
north of Columbi Gen. Judon KIL
Patrick's casalry was scattered out In
front of Slocum's wing.

With Columbia In sight, the bitterness
of the Federal troops toward South Car-
olina, the State that had begun the r

by announcing her secession from the
Fnlon and by firing upon the Stars and
Stripes oser Fort Sumter, waxed strong-
er. Already heavy, reprisals had been
made upon the pecple by burning their
homes and plundering their personal
property, and now the men muttered
threats against the community before
them.

Doom of Colombia Decided.
Capt George W. Pepper, in his story uf

the campaign, wrote of the intent of the
men to burn the city when they enter-
ed it.

"From our camp." he wrote, "the whole
city was In plain slew. No troops, sas-- e

a few skirmishers a!on,r the river, or cit-
izens, could be seen on the streets or
about the town. I remarked to a captain
of artillery that the Confederates could
make us scatter by opening a battery on
our camp and the columns of troops
marching on the road within musket shot
of the town.

"'So thov could: and I hope they will
fire at us. he replied. 'We wish for a
good excuse to blow the infernal town
to the des-1- and sslll do so on the first
provocation. They know better, howes-er-.

and will not disturb our sleep tonight.'"
Near the Federal camps and close by

the road along which the Fifteenth armyj
Corps was marching were the remains of
Camp Sorghum, a Confederate prison for
Federal officers, which had only recently
been abandoned.

This camp, though occupying less space
than sufficient for 500 men, was crowded
with 1.300 officers during the months of
September and October, 1SA4. The men
had been without huts or shelter of ans-ktn-

but eventually had been supplied
with a few axeB and shos-el- s with which
they had dug cellars and constructed
conical earth huts.

"As stories about the starvation of
prisoners, sick, dying for want of at-
tention, in the burning sun. were related
bs- - the escaped prisoners to the crowds
of soldiers sisiting this camp, they be
came rurious with rage against Colum
bla." wrote Capt. Pepper.

"The feeling of the Army of the Ten.
nessee is well Illustrated by a profane
and ferocious doggerel, which was sung
by hundreds In the Fifteenth Army
Corps;

"Hll Columbia, rappr land.
If I don t turn jou I 11 be d d'

"The doom of Columbia was decided
at Camp Sorghum, and neither Gen.
Sherman nor any other man could sate
it from scs-er- e treatment."

Federals py the Torch.
The coming of th Federals had been

heralded seseral days before bv dense
columns of black smoke that arose on
the southern horizon, where many acres
of pine forest land and hundreds of
dwellings and barns were in flames.

For miles the army had marched on
roads flanked by furiouslv burning
woods, which had been set ablaze acci-
dentally or otherwise.

"It was grand and sometimes awful to
see the flames flying oser the ground
like a frightened steed." wrote Maj
George W. Nichols, of Sherman's staff. I

The Story the
we approached one of these forests.
filled with flames and pitch-blac- k smoke,
it appeared as If we were about to real-
ize the imaginations or childhood and
see dragons and terrible beasts guarding
the entrance to some rbrbldden ground."

When the Fifteenth Corps inarched Into
the little village or Saluda, three or rour
miles abose Columbia, the torch was
freelv used The Columbia mills, em-
ploying WO operatives, mostls-wome-

said to have been the largest
factory In the South, was soon In flames.
The fire was fanned by- - a stiff breeze
and flying sparks Ignited some of th
near-b- v dwellings. Amidst the smoke
and flames the frightened women, their
solo means or support gone, wept and
wrung their hands.

That night, when the arms- - was In
sight of Columbia, a Federal battery-opene-

Are upon the city. Sherman at
once rode up and ordered the firing
stopped. He did not wish the responsi-
bility for the death of defenseless wom-
en and children. He did allow a few
shells to be exploded oser the railroad
depot, in the suburbs, in order to rright-e- n

off the negroes who were looting the
Conrederate commissary stores, or which
Sherman was much In need, and which
he hoped to capture the next day.

It was a night or feverish anxiety In
Columbia. The civilians, especially the
women, were loath to believe that their
city must fall, and trusted to the last that
Beauregard and his handful of troops
would ne sole to stand ofr the Federals
But with the dawn their greatest fr-ir- s

were to be realized: the ("onrederates
were to withdraw and "the monster
Sherman' was to march In

-

COLUMBIA, S. C, DEVASTATED
BY CONFLAGRATION.

17.

Firty years ago today the city or Co-
lumbia, the capital of South Carolina,
which to, occupied by the Federal army
under Gen. Sherman early In the day.
was laid waste by a terrible conflagra-
tion that raged through the afternoon
and night.

Who burned Columbia? This ever since
has been a debated question. Commit-
tees and commissions It. the
United States Congress was appealed to
to answer It. yet to this day the question
has not been settled.

Careful review of the esidencc present-
ed, a studs- - of the narratives and diaries
oOthose who were in the city at the time,
ana a knowledge or the spirit which
actuated the men or the Federal army
In their dealings with the people or South
Carolina as a whole, leads to the con
elusion that, though the first fires were
started by the troops or the
townspeople themselves In a well-mea-

effort to destroy the vast store of cot'
ton that lay in the city's streets, the
Federals must take the blame for the
subsequent devastation.

They spread the blaze. Many of the
soldiers, those of the better sort, tried
to stem the flames and aid the stricken
people: but the great mass of troops In
the city, the men of the Fifteenth Corps
under Gen. John A. Logan, wild with
drink and Inflamed by a long-standi-

grudge against South. Carolina and her
people, did their utmost to lay the place
In ashes, and oucce'ded.

Gen. Sherman cannot Justly be made
to bear the whole blame. The destruc-
tion of all the property there
would hare suited his taste, but the
wholesale n at Columbia would
not. If for no better reason than it would
bring discredit to him personally.

Homes-cr- . whether or not fie approved
the burning of the city, he could not

hase pres-ente- It. The soldiers, drunk
with brands which the Columbians had
themselves supplied, were absolutely be-

yond restraint.
Raise Flaic on Capitol.

It was das light of February 17 when
the few Confederate troops In Columbia.
under Gen. G. T. Beauregard, began to I

, 'Hbjraw from the city. With them went
J

" citizens of the place, the gos - l

ernor. A. G. Magrath. and members of
the legislature. The streets were filled
with army wagons making to the rear,
and with hundreds of prls-at- c vehicles
loaded topheavy with household goods
being sent out of the city. ,

At the depot everything was bustle and
confusion. Hundreds were seeking ad-
mission to the already crowded cars.
Husbands were looking for wls-es- . wis-e- s

calling to husbands, and children scream-
ing in fright.

at that early hour there was
smoke over the city. Some cotton had
been fired to prevent it falling Into the
hands of the Federals. loiter In the
morning the railroad station caught fire
and was consumed, but It was on the
outskirts of the town and the blaze did
not spread. By that time the last train
had gone north toward Chester and
Charlotte

While the Confederates were making
good their retreat the Federals north of
Columbia were busily engaged In bridg-
ing Broad Illver. In the night a brigade
of Gen. C. R. Wood's division of the Fif-
teenth Corps, under Col. George A. Stone,
of the Twenty-fift- h Iowa Infantry, had
been sent across to guard the bridge
head. These men now toward
Columbia while the engineers launched
their pontoons and began the construc-
tion of the bridge.

About a mile from the city Col. Stone
was met bs Minor T. J. Goodwsn and
three of the city's aldermen, who offered
to surrender the place. After a short
conference Columbia was formally turn
ed ow to the Federals.

Word of the surrender was sent back
to Gen. Sherman, who had not set cross-
ed Broad Rls-e- and Stone's Brigade
marched Into the streets of the South
Carolina ctpital. Col. Stone, accom-
panied by Capt. William B. Pratt. Gen
Logan's aid. planted the first United
States flag on the State capltol.

Federal Army Drank.
Meanwhile the arms- - was patiently

waiting the completion of the pontoon
bridge oser Broid Rner Sherman a
on the river bank, near where the engi-
neers were at work, now pacing up and
down among his officers, an unllghted
cigar in his mouth, and now halting for
a brief word with some of the general!
around him.

At times he would sit down on a log
and chop away at a stick with his pock-
et knire. then nersously start up and
resume his walk.

Gen. Howard sat on a log reading a
newspaper. Esery few minutes he would
call the general's attention to an article
In the paper or read a passage aloud
and make comment upon It.

When the bridge was completed the
e rode rapidly toward Colum-

bia, and entered the cits's streets amid
Intense excitement Negroes were
grouped along the streets, cheering, sing-
ing and dancing in wild delight

Though the advanced Federal troops
had been In the place little more than an
hour many of them were drunk. In the
short absence of Col. Stone at the Cap-

itol. ome of his men had found a store
of liquors, the negroes and some of the
other civilians, eager to gain the friend
ship of th soldiery, had brought out
supplies or brandy, ss the other troops
entered the.s. too. imbibed rreels

of Great March " "AsM0.d Vfantr.s.

about

February

Confederate

and wine flowed the crough
. .". . harles W Wills, or the

in his diars the
whole dlsision is drunk. This disgusts
me. I think the city should be burned.
but would, like to see It done decently."

Whole- - City In Flames.
About 1 o'clock a fire broke out in the

western part or the city and a stiff wind
spread it rapidly. The Federal offlrers J

attempted to stas-- Its progress, hut could
not get the Intoxicated soldiers to do ef-

rectlsc svork. "The town was full of
drunken negroes and the sliest vagabond
soldiers, the veriest scum or the entire
arms- - ' wrote Maj Gen. Woods.
commanding the First Dls-lsio-n or the
Fifteenth Corps. In his official report of
the campaign. "Every measure prac
ticable was adopted to prcs-en- t the
spreading or the fire: but owing to the
fact that both citizens and soldiers
were in no way disposed to has-- e the
scene closed. It was to arrest
the flames."

About the same hour ( a m ) several
other fires appeared at scattered points
In the city. These, too, grew rapidly,
and soon it became apparent that the
place was doomed. At a mem-
ber or the Sixteenth Corps, who had been
In the city, returned to his command and
reported: "The whole city Is in flames
and the whole army drunk. The place is
swimming with liquor. The guards has e
been changed three times already. As
rast as they are changed they get drunk.
The fire companies brought out their

and our men cut the hose to pieces.
It Is the biggest drunk .ind greatest fire
I ser heard of

For more than Mx hours the conflagra-
tion raged Pillaging gangs
fired the heart of the town, then entered
the houses and carried off all articles
of The flames out In all
quarters The streets were crowded with
helpless women and children, some only
in night attire. Yet the weather svas
bitter cold, for South Carolina.

Agonized mothers, seeking their chil-
dren, were rushing on all sides from the
raging flames. s had to be drag-
ged from their beds, and lay exposed to
the flames and smoke.

"I trust I shall neser witness such a
scene again." wrote Capt. D. P. Conyng-ha-

or Sherman's staff." I was at
for trying to save an unfortunate man
from being

"The frequent shots on every side told
that some victim had fallen. Shrieks,
groans and cries or distress resounded
rrom every side."

Visa and Children Flee,
The flames bore down, unchecked, upon

the Ursallne Convent and Academy,
which Sherman had promised protection.
The sisters had a large number of chil-
dren in their care many of them mem
bers of primlnent families of the Stati
and at the first cry. "The convent is on
Are." marshaled their charges and. aided
by the parish priests. Frs. O'Connell and
Lawrence. led them to a temporary ref-
uge in the Catholic church.

It was a pitiful spectacle as the reru-ge-

made their way through the great
crowds of drunken soldiery in narrow
streets lighted by the roaring- - flames. Tha
priest, with uplifted crucifix, headed the
procession. Behind him followed the
nuns, their pallid faces, black habit and
quiet bearing in strange contrast to the
scenes about-the-

Then came the schoolgirls, many of
them little tots, marching hand-ln-han- d

with their older companions in fear that
they might be torn away by the shout-
ing men about them. Several of the

wrapped In blankets, made their
way along as best they could.

This solemn procession waa not Inter-
fered with. Sherman had a
guard for the sisters and their charges.
but it was not needed.

Hala and Vandalism.
In the morning of February IS. Capt.

reppcr, previously quoted, went Into Co--

Iumbia. On his way he met crowds of
soldiers, who were jelling, singing wav-
ing gold watches, handfuls of gold.
Jewelry and Confederate currency In the
air and boasting of having burned the
town. One was staggering under the
weight of a huge basket filled high with
silver plate.

As Pepper passed the lunatic ns.slum
ne was surromidpd b nutldreda of men.
women an chIidren, begging for protec- -
Hon. On the grounds attached to this
building ssere whom the Are
had rendered houseless and homeless,
congregated at the only place of refuge
left In the city. Near-b- y a crowd of sol- -
dlers. accompanied by a performer seat
ed at a piano, were singing "John
Brown."

Near the new State house a large bon-
fire of tobacco, nearly "0 feet long, fifty
feet wide and five feet high, was burning.

Around the new State house were evi-
dences of the hate or the soldiers toward
the State or South Carolina.

This building was unfinished. Most of
the ornamental portion had not been ot

ed from the boxes In which It had
been brought there. There were the re-
mains of fluted columns, capitals, entab-
latures, friezes and cornices of the finest
Italian marble that had been destroyed
by fire, defaced by blows from muskets
and mashed b axes and hammers.

Ls-e- the monument erected by the
State to the gallant dead of the Pal
metto Regiment (First South Carolina)
In the Mexican War. had not been spared.

At noon Pepper returned to his regi
ment, engaged In destroying railroad
near the eltj. Close at hand was a va
cant building containing a fine library
belonging to the Rhett. Barnwell. He-wo-

and Mlddleton families. It was
fired and burned in the presence, and
without a word of remonstrance, of an
officer commanding a brigade.

For two days the ssork of destruction
was to be On February 3)
Sherman was to gise the word that was
to send his men farther into the heart of
the Confederac.s. the sword In one hand
and the torch In the other.

FEDERAL TROOPS OCCUPY
CITY OF CHARLESTON, S.C.

February 18.

I'lfts- - years ago today the city of
Charleston. S. (' . which had been esac,-uate- d

by the Confederates the night be-
fore, was occupied by the Federals, who
had fruitlessly besieged It for two years.

The coming of Gen. Sherman's army
In the rear Columbia, the Stale capital.
1W miles northwest, had been occupied
by the Federals on February 17 had
forced Charleston's defenders to relin-
quish their hold upon the place.

Gen. W. H. Hardee, who after a re-

treat from Savannah In December, had
gone to Charleston, had under him about
H.(D men. With this force he have
put up a stiff defense es-e- in the face
of an attack by Sherman, but his army
esentually would has-- e been forced to sur-
render. Hardee's force would be of
use In the field, so as early ns February
11. when it was realized that Sherman
must take Columbia, preparations were
made ror the withdrawal from Charles-
ton

amtrr Kricialrd,
On February K Capt ThoinHS A.

commander of Fort Sumter. In
Charleston Harbor, was ordered by Gen.
i.1,"?0, M "' '''t". prf,,," Inthe baggage of the offl- -
cers and a force of laborers who had.. .. i .1-- . . . .. .

. . . .
"Whisky water."'"' , ""points where water deep

impossible

midnight

'

furiously

burst

fired

murdered.

sick,

provided

thousands

continued.

could

"" ". . . i piira """-'an- d

"... """". ' "'.' . "7"" i iii k in- - in mull
clay rrom their batteries on Morris ,

Island, at the entrance to the harbor, the
regular routine obscrsed at Sumter
during the dav of the 17th. At sunrise i

a new battle flag was run up upon the
staff, and at sunset was lowered to the
found of the esenlng gun the Inst Con
federate cannon to bo fired from Sum-
ter's si alls.

At dusk all the usual preparations to
repel a night attack were taken. Wire
entanglements and bristling pikes sscro
placed to protect the practicable parts of
the gorge and sea Lice, and the light
howitzers wire run forward as If to meet
a Federal boat attack. Then, after
dark, the garrison nf about 300 men. com-
prising tsio companies of the First South
Carolina Regulars and three companies
of the Thirty-secon- d Georgia Volunteers,
bade silent farewell to the historic
rort. boarded launches, and went to Join
their already retreating comrades within
the city.

In the meantime Gen Hardee had snt
away ns much or his ammunition and
supplies as was practicable ror him to
more. Cannon been withdrawn rrom

points Rising smoke told of
burning warehouses.

Jefferson Davis had given express or-
ders that the cotton w Ithin the city should
be destroyed. Thererore. Gen. Hardee,
arter putting the bulk or his troops In
motion, ordered his rear guard to roll
the cotton out of the storage houses anil
burn It This was done. The burning
cotton, piled high in the streets, soon sot
fire to adjacent buildings, and In the late
hours of the night the city was afire in
manv places.

Citizens and soldiers struggled to com-
bat the flames, but It was well into the
day before they were subdued. By that
time about a stxth of the city, mostly the
lower business section, was destroyed.

Flaar Balaed Over Snmter.
All the little signs of withdrawal had

not gone unnoticed by the Federals, and
In the night of February 17 they be
stirred themselves to unusual activity. A
terrific bombardment, one of the heaviest
of the siege, was rained upon the forts
and works around Charleston and upon
the batteries that marked the lower wa-
ter front of the town.

When the flames arose within the city
and It seemed positive that the Con-
federates were abandoning It. some of
the gunners turned their pieces upon the
place and dropped shot after shot Into
the blazing areas. This, no doubt, con-
tributed to the spread or the flames.'

When morning dawned the Federals
saw that the Confederates had failed to
withdraw their brass howitzers from the
ramparts of Sumter and knew that the
place had been abandoned. According
to unofficial accounts, two boats set out
for the goal, one from a Federal monitor
off the bar another from one of the
batteries on Morris Island.

Conditions favored the landsmen, and.
after a tight race. Lieut. John Racket,
of Company M, Third Rhode Island
Heas--y Artillery, clambered Into the de
serted fort and mounted the rampart. A
few minutes later.' about 9 o clock, the
Stars and Stripes flew over Sumter, the
first time since Anderson was forced to
capitulate in April. 18S1. The flag waa
raised by Maj. John A. Hennessy, of the
Fifty-secon- d Pennsylvania Regiment

By this time other parties of Federals
taken to boats and were rowing

toward the Inner harbor. Lieut. CoL
Augustus G. Bennett, of the Twenty-fir- st

United States colored troops. In com-
mand at Morris Island, was first to land.
Touching at Mills Wharf, he sent a form-
al demand for surrender to Mayor Charles
Macbeth.

Xo attempt to advance Into the city
was made, for Col. Bennett had with him

n1tr frttif fit fl."r fttTit afl f TTtrrr .. A

men. i.
At that hour Charleston was still

flames, though the fire companies were
fighting hard to check them. About 11

o'clock a terrific explosion shook the
cltyv A supply of abandoned ammuni-
tion at the Northeastern Railroad depot
had been Ignited, probably by boys play-
ing with burning cotton, between 150

and 20i) persons, largely poor women and
children, who had broken into the Con-
federate stores to get food, were burled
In the ruins.

Scarcely had the detonation died away
when, with another terrible roar, the
magazine of the Confederate ram
Charleston was fired and the craft blown
to pieces. She had been moored In
Cooper Rls-er-

, on the north of the city.
The Confederates had previously blown
up the- - ironclads Chlcora and Palmetto
and sunk a submarine torpedo boat, all
three In Cooper Riser. (The torpedo boat
and the ironclad Columbia, a new ves-
sel that had been sunk In a creek near
Charleston, were later rabed by the Fed-
erals and added to the Northern fleet.)

By this time CoL Bennett recels-e- a
note from Mayor Macbeth written be-

fore the latter had recels-e- Bennett's
demand for surrender, notifying the Fed-
erals that the Confederates had gone.
Other Federal troops having come up.
Col. Bennett marched Into Charleston
and soon his men had taken full posses-
sion of the place and aided the citizens
in extinguishing the fire. All the forts
and batteries around Charleston were

and Wore nightfall Brig. Gen.

like was

more

and

was

old

had

and

had

and

Alexander Schlmmelfenntg. commanding
the northern district or the Department
of the South, and Maj. Gen. Qulnry A.
Glllmore, the department commander,
had mos-e- Into the city

STARS AND STRIPES RAISED

AT FORT ANDERSON.

February 19.

Fifty years jgo today the Stars and
Stripes were raised os-e-r Fort Anderson,
last or the Conrederate works defending
Wilmington, N. C, on the lower Capo
Fear Rls-er- . which had been
In the night

The adsance or an army corps under
Gen. John M. Schofleld, which had been
landed on the coast for the purpose of
taking the fort in the rear, and a throe
days' bombardment by ships or the Fed- -

eral fleet under Admiral D. D. Porter,
which had entered the riser arter the
fail, on January 13, of Fort Fisher (at
the riser's mouth), had rendered tha
esacuatlun of Fort Anderson by Its gar-
rison incsltable.

The defenders of the fort had made a
gallant resistance, howeser. in the face
or heavy odds, keeping Porter's fleet at
bay under sery ses-er- e fire and not quit-
ting the works until Schofleld's force wat.
upon them.

P'i leal obstacles had made the prog-re- ts

nt the Federals upon Wilmington,
twenty miles up the; Cape Fear Riser.
one of much labor. The lirst of thi had
fallen upon Admiral Porter, in getting his
ships Into the riser There were two
channels w Idols ".cp.iratcd. and both
shallow, crooked, .mil obstructed.

Fort FLsher. on the east of the riser.
had guarded the northern channel. New
Inlet. Its fall was follosied In three days
bv the esacuation of Fort Caswell, guard-
ing the southern channel.

This had glsen the Federals complete
control of the mouths or tho riser and
if the slll.lfi nf Smlthvilh nn its west
i,nit ..hot., rnri n ..!! nnrf mhur

'or landing troops nut between them
Wilmington liv Fort Anderson,

.'"J strong si ork on the west bank, ten I

mun r.nose ymunvinc .inu six aDose
' luiot

V Dummy Monitor.
The n.is.il Torres found the channels

os-e- r the sands bars at the river's en-

trance shallow, unbuoscd. obstructed In
places with the wrecks or hlnckadc runn-
ers-, and strewn sslth torpedoes.

Onls- - the lighter draft could en-

ter the first, and some of these were
three days dragging their keels in sand
and mud In clearing the bar.

When finally a channel had been
cleared and hasv rains had raised the
riser's level, heasler crossed New
Inlet bar, including the monitor Montauk.

With a torce or about twenty ships
oser the bar. Admiral Porter was ready-t- o

push on up the riser, moving In
with Schofleld's troops. All be-

ing ready on February 17. the leading
ships had movred up and begun a bom-
bardment of Fort Anderson.

This bombardment ssas heas--y for two
day.s, but Its moral effect svas greater
than the physical. This was partly duo
to a ruse employed by-- Admiral Porter,
or a sort characteristic of that com-
mander.

The ruse consisted of the employment
of a dummy monitor, such as Admiral
Porter had flist employed in the slego
or Vicksbtirg. The manner in which the
original dummy had parsed the Con-
rederate works hail disconcerted the
men In the Vii KMnirg batteries. When
the character of the "turreted monster.'
as the sias termed bs- - them,

known. VicKsburg's defenders were
ridiculed bs the Southern press for al-

lowing themselses to be gulled.
The moral effect of the dumms- - em-

ployed In the Cape Fear Ris-e- r was all
that could has-- e been wished by its pro-
jectors. The bogus ship, made of a
scow, canvas and barrels, was put in
charge of Lieut. W. B. Cushlng or Al-

bemarle rame and that officer, doubtless
relishing the adsenture. placed It In a
position In which It would has-- e Its great-
est effect.

Killed by a Torpedo.
Starting at night, with a flotilla of

small boats. Cushlng convoyed the dum-
my monitor to a position near the fort
and cast It off to float upBtrcam with
the flood tide.

The "monitor" passed near enough to
the fort for its dim outline to be seen.
A heavy Are was directed at It. but it
kept Its way, unharmed, until It grounded
on the east bank of the river, within
range of batteries below Wilmington and
on their flank a position that, occupied
by a genuine monitor, would hase made
the batteries untenable.

Discerning the black form or the dum-
my In the uncertain light of dawn, the
defenders of the upper works withdrew
Into Wilmington, leaving Fort Anderson
alone to guard the river against the
Yankees.

Schofleld's advance sealed the fate of
Fort Anderson and" opened the way for
Porter's ships to follow the dummy mon-
itor up the river to Wilmington (which
was occupied by Schofleld February iZ).

But the ads-anc- c of the fleet was not
without hazard and loss of life. The
enemy was active In employing torpedoes,
and as a final blow at the Federals
they released a large number on the ebb
tide the day the fort was evacuated. A
negro had warned Admiral Porter that
the torpedoes would be sent down, and
preparations were made to catch them
by stringing nets across the rls-e- 1

This" method resulted In the gathering
In of a number of barrels charged with
explosives, which were exploded harm-
lessly by musketry from the banks. One.
howeser. got past the nets and floated
among the fleet where It waa secured.
An officer In a small boat fired his pistol
Inlo It. exploding It, with the result that
he boat was destroyed, the officer seri

ously wounded, and two men killed.

SHERMAN'S ARMY LEAVES

RUINS OF COLUMBIA.

February 20.

Firty years ago today Gen. Sherman's
army marched away from the blackened
ruins of Columbia, the capital or South
Carolina, on the second stage of the
great Carolina campaign.

Thus far the Federals had swept every- -
(

thing before them, and had made such
rapid progress from Savannah north that
the Confederates, weak and scattered.1
had been unable to bring their forces to
bear against them.

Columbia had been seized, and with its
capture Charleston had been evacuated.
The Confederates who had held Colum-
bia, scarcely 10.000 of them under Gen.
G. T. Beauregard, had retreated north.
along the railroad, to Charlotte. N. C.
100 miles distant: those comprising the ,

garrison of Charleston, an army of 14,000

under Gen. W. D. Hardee, had gone to
Cheraw, 130 miles north of Charleston
and about etghty-fis-- e miles northeast
of Columbia. At those two points they
halted and waited to sec what Sherman's
next move was to be.

The ultimate Federal objectls-- e was
Raleigh, the capital of "North Carolina.
Sherman proposed to keep the Confed

I "ates guessing as long as possible as to
th. rrttifA itvn. n.lil.S hlu ormc WAS tn

I march This svould prevent Hardee and
Beauregard concentrating to meet him.
Not that Sherman was afraid to give
the combined forces battle, but he pre'
ferred to fight on his own ground, where
he might totally crush them, as he after
ward was to do.

So for the first few- - days the
or the Federals rrom Columbia

were all northward along the railroad to
Charlotte. Later on. the army was to
make a sharp dlsersence to the east.
leasing enly the cas-alr- to keep up the
deception or a movement against Char-
lotte.

Lease Food for Colombians.
Wih h. large part or Columbia In ruins

as the result or a disastrous fire on Feb--
l ruary 17. and with practically all of the

surrounding country swept clean or pro
' visions bs Sherman's "bummers.'' the
I citizens of the city were fearful that

when the army marched away they
would be reduced to a state of stars

The mayor. T. J. Goodwyn, went
to Sherman and asked him what could
be done to feed the large population that
had been left homeless and destitute by
the Are.

According to Gen. O. O. Howard's ac-

count. Sherman said to the mayor: "Go
to Howard. Howard runs the religion of
this army:" and then. less briskly. "Go
to him: he commands the troops that
hold the city. He will treat you better
than one of your own generals."

Soon after this Intersiew with Sher-
man the mayor went to Howard and put
brore him the supply problem. Gen.
Howard at once ordered that a herd or
cattle which the Federal commissary had
gathered, be divided and hair gls-e- n to
the mayor He also sent hair or his sup-
ply or rations to the new-- State house, to
be stored there for the use of the impos'-erlshe- d

people
"I told him (the mayor)," Gen. How.

ard wrote, "that if I were he 1 would
organize foraging parties from the In-

habitants of the cits- - and send them out
Into portions of the country which our
foragers had not reached and hase them
make forced loans Years afterward I
met the same gentleman. He told me
thru he had followed the adslce and that
the plan had worked so well that there
was no want.'

Before csacuatlng the city the Federals
destroyed all of the factories, powder
mills, machine shops, the arsenal, and
captured ammunition. Much of this
Conrederate property was In the outlying
sections and had escaped destruction In
the great fire. This work being complet
ed on the 19th. the order towiovc was
given.

Early the next morning the troops were
marching northward along the railroad.
The Firtecnth and Seventeenth Corps.
comprising the Federal right wing under
Gen. Howard, swung directly north rrom
Columbia, while the Twentieth and Four-
teenth Corps, comprising the lert wing,
under Gen. II. W. Slocum. together with
the cavalry under Gen. Judson Kilpat-ric- k,

followed a more westerly route.

Moldlrrs Burn and Plllaae.
The troops had scarcely taken the road

when outrages such as had marked the
early part or the campaign were resum-
ed. The homes or civilians were burned,
furniture was demolished and money and
jewelry stolen.

The whole Carolina march greatly ex-

ceeded the march from Atlanta to Sa-
vannah In the extent of the depredations
upon the civilians and the destruction of
prls-at-e property. Capt. D. P. Conyng-ha-

of Sherman's staff, wrote of It that
"As for the wholesale burnings, pillage,
devastation committed In South Carolina,
nngnlfy all I hase said about Georgia
some llfts-rol- and then throw In ar oc-

casional murder, and you have a pretty-goo- d

idea of the whole thing."
Finally Gon Howard was constrained

to take a hand In an attempt to bring
this slrtual reign of terror to an end.
On February 20 he wrote to his corps
commanders:

"I desire to call your attention to the
fact that some of our soldiers have been
committing the most outrageous rob-

beries of watches, jewelry, etc. A case
has come to my notice where a watch
and several articles of Jewelry were
stolen by a foraging party under the eye
of the commissioned officer in charge.
Another where a brute had violently as-

saulted a lady oy striking her. and had
then robbed her of a valuable gold watch.

"In one Instance money was stolen to
the amount of 1150 and another, where
an officer with a foraging party had al-

lowed his men to take rings off the fin-

gers of ladles In his presence. Today a
soldier was found plundering, arrested,
placed under the guard or one of Gen.
Corse's orderlies, and was liberated e

of his comrades who had arms in
their hands, and who threatened the life
or the guard.

"These outrages must be stopped at all
hazards, and the thieves and robbers
who commit them be dealt with severely
and summarlls-- . I am Inclined to think
that there Is a regularly organized ban
dlttl who commit these outrages and
who share the spoils. I call upon you
and upon all the officers and soldiers un
der you, who have one spark of honor or
respect for the proresslon which they
follow, to help me put down these Infa
mous proceedings, and to arrest the per
petrators.

For a wMle matters Improved In Gen.
Howard's command, but as Gen. Sher
man did rot particularly disapprove of
the acts of his "bummers." and as many of
of the lesser officers were hand In hand
with them, the conduct of the army as a
whole grew worse rather than better as
the campaign progressed. of

On February a practically the whole of
the Federal army was to be concentrat-
ed near Wlnnsboro, thirty miles north
of Columbia. The foragers from the left
wing had entered the town and. before
any of the organized bodies of troops ar-
ris

an
ed, had managed to set several of the

houses afire. Before the blaze got be-
yond control the advance of Slocum's
mm nrre on inu surciir miu. ncauni w)
their general, succeeded U keeping'

down the blaze. It is told that Gens.
Slocum. Williams, Geary. Pardee and
Barnum did such effectise work "thatthey managed to burn their whiskers
and scorch their clothes."

Sherman believed that he had nowgone far enough on the direct road ;o-w-

Charlotte to deceive the Confed-
erates, so he ordered his generals to turnsharply to the east and strike for Cheraw.

MAJ. GEN. CROOK AND MAJ.
GEN. KELLEY SEIZED.

February 21.

Firty years ago today Maj. Gen. Gcorgo
Crook, commander or the Federal Mil-itary Department or West Virglnlt, andBrevet Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Keilescommanding a dtsision or Inrantrs. andsecond in rank in the deDartmcnt" ...

ptuJ'e1 '" thelr bed at Cumberland!
u.. dutiuancrs 01 me department, bya small band or Conredrate cavalry underLieut. Jesse C. McNeill.
McNeill's exploit was one of the mostdashing of the many wild enterprises ofthe younger Confederates who served

,". the, Sn'nandoah Valley and the WotVirginia country; and caused not a lit-
tle chagrin to the Federals. For thisreason not much information about thecapture reached the Northern pressthrough military channels.

That a party of hostile cas-alr-
y couldride Into a fortified town held by about

5.000 troops and make off with two off-
icers of highest rank in the military de-partment, reflected no great credit onthe forces holding the town.

The audacity of the enterprise wasgreat, and when all the conditions bear-ing upon It were weighed its successwas not so remarkable as it might haveappeared at first sight.
No Confederates were known to bewithin 300 miles or Cumberland Theweather was Inclement and the moun-tain roads or West Virginia, bv whichthe raiders approached the town, wereIn a condition not favorable to rapidriding. The guards at Cumberland didtheir duty In a sense of security, littledreaming that they would be confrontedby an enemy.
These things were well known toyoung McNeill, who was a daredevilyouth, ready to take long chances. Hewas attached to Rosser's cas-alr- a partof the Confederate force serving underGen. Jubal A. Early In the Shenandoah

v alley.
With the coming of winter Gen. Early

had been obliged to scatter his casalryIn order that forage might be found forthe horses. Rosser's men crossed tho
mountains to the counties on the west,
and there managed to find subsistencefor man and beast.

Guided by a Resident.
It was while watting Impatiently forthe coming of spring and the resumption

of military actls-it- that young Mc-
Neill conceived the idea of a kidnaping
raid to Cumberland.

With thirty picked men he started onFebruary is for his goal. The ride was
one that would not soon be forgotten by
the men making It. The mountains weredeep In snow, the trails slippery with Ice.
and the many streams across the roads
flowing high between frozen banks.

Reaching Moorfield on the afternoon of
February 20, the raiders took the road
through Romney. It was 2 o'clock In the
morning of February n when, having
come quietly down out of the hills and
crossed the Potomac, they rode into
Cumberland.

The town was wrapped In complete
stillness. The few sentries were not alert.
All those In the way of the raiders were
passed without challenge.

Proceeding to the railroad station, the
raiders captured the watchman there and
cut the telegraph lines. They then sep-
arated Into two parties, one of which,
led by McNeill, proceeded to the hotel
in which Gen. Crook made his headquar-
ters. The other proceeded to Gen. Kel-ley- 's

headquarters.
There was no need to search for these

places, as esery foot of the way was
known to a guide. Charles J. Dalley, of
Cumberland, by whom the details of tho
plan had been svorked out well In ad-
vance.

Arriving at the headquarters of Gen.
Crook, the raiders seized a sentry. Has--.
Ing bound and gagged him. they proceed-
ed softly about their business.

Lieut McNeill went directly to Gen.
Crook's room. There was no sentry in
the corridor and tho door was unlocked.
The Federal commander woke to And
a pistol at his head. He was ordered to
dress and to make no noise.

Although Gen. Crook had fought many
a hard battle and led many a desperato
cas-alr-

y raid In West Virginia, he knew
that resistance was useless. He dressed
so quietly that officers In the next room
were not awakened.

In less than ten minutes he was mount
ed on a horse that the raiders had
brought, ready saddled, to the hotel door.
In a few minutes the other detachment.
with Gen. Kelley mounted In their midst.
joined McNeill. They had encountered
no difficulty in securing the person of
Gen. Kelley. after taking the sentry at
his quarters. They had also captured
Capt. Thayer Melvin. Gen. Kelley's as
sistant adjutant general.

With the three officers among them
and the two private soldiers, sentries
from the generals' respective headquar-
ters, the raiders started off into the
mountins.

They had been but twenly minutes in
the town, and had not fired a shot or
spoken a loud word.

About ten minutes arter their departure
a negro watchman, who had escaped
them at Gen. Crook's hotel, summoned
courage to come out of hiding and raise
an alarm.

Amazement was stamped on every face
when It was found that the two ranking
officers of the department were gone
spirited away as If taken up on a magic
carpet.

Orders were Issued for a hot pursuit
but It waa daylight before a cavalry-comman- d

rode out toward Moorefleld.
The pursuit proved fruitless. The Fed-

erals arrived at Moorefleld an hour after
McNeill and his men had passed through
the place. Riding up the south branch
of the Potomac, the raiders made good
their escape.

In three days they were at Staunton.
Gen. Early's headquarters at the upper
end of the valley, with their prisoners.
Broad grins wreathed the coustenances
of Early's men as they described the
results of McNeill's raid. The young off-
icer was popular. He came of fighting
stock. The elder McNeill had been one of
Early's boldest cavalrymen and had met
death In the hard fighting of the previous
autumn In the valley.

Gen. Early Interviewed his distinguished
prisoners before sending them on to Rich-
mond, discussing with Gen. Crook th
battle of Cedar Creek. In which the Army

West Virginia, under Crook, had been
swept from its camps by Early's sur-
prise attack on Sheridan's left wing.

Gen. Lee. on learning of tho capture
the two generals, congratulated young

McNeill, secretary or War Staunton, at
Washington, on hearing of their cap
ture, wished Gens. Crook and Kelley sum-
marily dropped from active service. Gen.
Grant Intervened and set about to secure

exchange for them. In March they
were back within the Federal lines nt
City Point, and Gen. Crook was given
command of a division of cas-alr- under
Sheridan for the final chapter of the
campaign against I.ee.
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